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Bishop Theodore D. Bratton,
Bishop of lississippi,
Jackson, liss.

Iy dear Bishop:

I desire to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
December 21, 1921, with reference to the recommsndation for
the award of the vistinguished Service (ross to Sergeaznt Randolph
Bratton, your soOl.

In reply, I desire to state that 1 have had the records
of the American Expeditionary Forces examined and find that the
original of the recormendation you inclose was acted on in Cecewmber
11918, by the Board of Awerds at Gensral Headcuarters, and tas dis-
approved for the reason thet the act cited did not quite fulfill
the requirements for the award of this decoration.

There is aow no decoration prescribed by law for acts of __
gallantry, which although not quite up to the standa’d prescribed
for the Distinguished Service Cross, are yet deserving 0f re~
cognition.

I have, however, caused a study of this subject to be made for
presentation to Congress, with a view of having legislation passed
Wwhich will remedy this defect, amd it is my belief that in due time
jt will receive favorzble cons iderat ione :

I wish to assure you of my high appreciation both of the
patriotic services of yourself and of the gallantry of your sOn.

l)#‘- _,.,/73[ : o : Very truly yowrs,

£

/\,’,bufv&‘fl; d:::. 7& e L R u}z‘z‘\) W JOHK J. PERSEEIG‘,
Mt o st ) e T Bt General of the armies,

r"?um(, U e 7%-,3*:4%4;«4 ' " Chief ot Staffe
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I bud oxpactod to wmke 2 digent of cur findinge af ence und sund boelr ¥o yeu,but :
;‘*:3'53 of business hz3 c¢oluyed n2
trsd led ns eall your lutC"uiC*l Yo orx:is:ions wvhich shouwld Lo aldad to your Beizet. (1)
:103,(2) Church Duss, These two duties to State and God ramst Le firsd chuwges :nd I Lope
,-’:u #3111 nale them and notify wme so thol I mny zd4d them to ry fijwr:a. Tais roouires a

T in wdl.of Planfatlion Budgot on the in:lesure,
First. As I view it you have en eice cdi”r*ly &ifficuld predlex to vork oub,re=
Aring an dueresss in your woaal earning ezpaeity for above formor ysara. To this end,
‘r; ade ﬁon of tho erop departmont on the ome hund,vndor R. m,ohh,a.nd of the mmchinexy,’ ;
alrz and 1ive stock ,u..der J&hn,glould be pushed for 211 th"y are worth, Ths most cure- i
?‘*::'41 ¢4 vigerous oversight of both wre necessary. _
2 nfalph should give w1l his time to e study of the cre- test e.cor-emy in the plenting ¢nd
‘¢fiting of the crops,in cverses=ing the cropzers :nd pizhing tlom forwerd to the best that
¢ in thaem, A send potch,btoth for corn and other erops,shiculd be = speciclity to be work-
1 y’t"';:c tzze honds Trowovivieh se:d ernch yaor can be sclected., The Frrm:r!s Bulletins will
f srosd volus snd cut e hud from Cleason Colleke,or through your congresstan, Tho suge
’o 1 et be gdinted to your conditicns. To his dapotiment vorld be lon,, the genoral darn
f:r the live stoc)k,-hny,srains,cte.  Also clearing o lund, .
Toln zheuwld,boside his shep and mochinery doportiont,havae the live steek, incrcssing his herd
Tigs ond Jooking foryerd to the sarliest rowonwe pos ihle from theriBlanning the chelier
Tor tuic,end the putches for pv shaing thelr ;rowth,with the prejer succossion of crops cdept=
o tha soil,shiould balong %o hls deparinsnt,wnils Ranlelph iilth his wage hoands looks to the
ulture. Thae caro of posturss ls in ;ortant.
‘n both casos you ought to have the preoper-tulletins and study them. The biggest g,uestion of
211 15 the expense sccount znd the advice of tho Experiment Statlcns will hava to be very care-
.‘ully odapted to your corditions.-for these staotions are oftem exteavagant. A good crop is L
ortant,but the cost of the crop is even rore inportont to success. :

»
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‘!econd.fhe ‘.Budbet. I assume that Pu.:ndolph and Levis will keep the bocks. These
‘hu;1d show yeur Liabilities,-(2) the re mote cnes,le.the Purchizse Prico and The Farm Loan ‘
Jenk Loun shculd be kept separate. TFor tha prbsent the Intergst on the Furm Loun is the omly !
-£2a to uppear on ycur Books frem the Remote Liubilitles. Put thet on your account together
ith t:e Lizbilities of the Year und the Pleuntation Budget,so that it nay rever bo lost sight |
f. There follows the Budgot ih detail. It ie most Important o wabch cuch itow so that the -
_-:c;e,;zce of cuzch mny be lept dovn.

Third, I suggest that a1l clecks be written by Lowis or Rindolph,urd that in your

-veblng conferences you decide cn what 18 tc be don: y=nd checls te be aritten,kezping = mozod

rzndur, c0 the Taq
“ame, 20 thot yeu will not be folting snop fudgement,nor running vp bills without czreful
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